
 

   

OFFICIAL 

QUESTION BY COUNCILLOR 

 

 
 
 

 
Question submitted by: Councillor Chaz Singh 
 

To Cabinet Member: Councillor Rebecca Smith, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning, 
Homes and Communities 

 

Question: 
Can the Chair of Planning confirm the balance or threshold of student accommodation in 
residential areas in the ward of Drake? 
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

OFFICIAL 

Response: ( for completion by City Council officers and Cabinet Members) 
 
There are no thresholds regarding the amount of student accommodation within Drake Ward, 
rather our Joint Local Plan (JLP) allocates a number of sites for student accommodation to 
support our higher education institutes and projected student housing needs over the plan 
period.    
   
Within the JLP, Policy DEV11 imposes a threshold on the number of new houses in multiple 
occupation (HMOs) within the Article 4 Direction area (which includes Drake Ward), 
however, please note, there is no reference to student accommodation as the policy applies 
to all new HMOs within the Article 4 Direction area:  
  

  
   
If required, guidance on JLP policy DEV11 is available in our Supplementary Planning 
Document from page 61: 
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/JLPSPD2020FINALred.pdf.   
   
Our records show there are 924 properties either with HMO licenses or occupied exclusively 
by students within Drake Ward (where a council tax exemption has been granted owing to 
100% student occupation); this represents 16.5% of the total number of residential properties 
within Drake Ward (excluding purpose built student accommodation). 
 
 

 
Signed:  
 
Dated: 1 March 2023 
 

 

 
 
  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plymouth.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FJLPSPD2020FINALred.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CMelanie.Starr%40plymouth.gov.uk%7C949df30e58dc4a65d4c408da8c3c744c%7Ca9a3c3d1fc0f4943bc2ad73e388cc2df%7C0%7C0%7C637976488514540665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k56sKjckcukcM3CxW79%2FY5iQjf2fNqABZuDU7KsNeqA%3D&reserved=0

